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Clinical Anesthesia, Vol. 9/2, 3: Monitoring in Anesthesia. Edited by William H. L. Dornette, M.D., ] .D. F. A. Davis Company, Philadelphia. 1973. A.N.Z. Book Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 18 cm X 26·5 cm. Pp. 428. $24.00. There are 29 contributors to this volume and it makes for much repetition and conflict of aims. In the introduction and throughout the book the philosophy of monitoring is proclaimed, but there is little detail about the pitfalls and how to avoid them.
The oesophageal and precordial stethoscope is strongly recommended but little is said about more complicated respiratory and cardiovascular monitoring.
The volume is divided into four parts-Part 1: Fundamental Considerations, deals with Physics, Maintenance and Safety. This Part has some helpful ideas for hospital planners.
Part Il: Preoperative Monitoring, seems slightly out of place as it deals with preoperative assessment. The chapter on Acid-Base monitoring explains the Rattenborg blood gas evaluator, but does not help with the problems of on-line monitoring.
Part Ill: Intraoperative monitoring, describes how various hospitals monitor for specific operations, e.g. Cardiac, Neurosurgery and Paediatrics. These chapters could be helpful as an introduction to the subject for Anaesthetic Registrars.
Part IV: Postoperative and other Monitoring, takes us to the sublime of on-line monitoring of ventilatory parameters and in the author's words "the challenge is to understand the clinical value of these data for improvement of patient care". Essentially he suggests we should look continuously at all aspects of work of breathing to detect any abnormalities earlier.
In this Part there is no mention of monitoring cardiac output and it does not even rate a mention in the index.
There are seven Appendices which cover where to buy the equipment but nothing concerning their relative merits.
This volume is well bound and clearly printed on good quality paper but of limited value to the practicing Anaesthetists other than for the many references. Ramsay's Australia (Melb.). 10" X 7" .Pp. 348. Price $18.65. The aim of this book, as set out in the Preface, is to present the fundamentals of anaesthesia for students, interns and others. The authors are at some pains to promote the concept of the specialty as a major clinical discipline and to emphasize the need for the anaesthetist always to think out each case as an individual problem, rather than to practise by rule. They do not claim that the book is a complete practical text.
The book is divided into sections in a rather unusual manner-General Considerations (largely philosophical), Factors Common to all Anaesthetics (including e.g. monitoring, airway management), Technical Aspects, Pharmacology, Physiology, Conduction Anaesthesia and Special Problems (e.g. including obstetric anaesthesia, the full stomach, etc. \.
